
   

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

   

      

  

    

  

 

   

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

    

   

 

  

 

PUBLIC 

Testing Clarification to Education Settings 

Thank you for your continued efforts to help us reduce transmission of COVID-19 across 

Derbyshire. Whilst we are still awaiting national guidance for education settings, you are still 

recommended to use the DfE Schools COVID-19 operational guidance alongside existing 

risk assessments and contingency plans to implement measures within your setting following 

positive cases. 

Derbyshire, along with the rest of England, is seeing an increase in positive cases. Any 

measures put in place within a school/early years setting will only reduce transmission whilst 

staff and pupils/children are at the setting, and it is therefore not unusual to see positive 

COVID-19 cases across our education settings despite robust measures in place as staff 

and children are mixing elsewhere. 

The ‘Living with Covid’ document and the revised DfE guidance outlines the reduction of 

testing across England and stopped the requirement for staff and secondary age pupils to 

routinely asymptomatically test. Anyone with COVID-19 symptoms is still advised to get a 

PCR test. Lateral Flow Tests for asymptomatic testing should now be obtained individually 

by staff and parents/carers via the GOV.UK website. 

The DfE guidance states that settings should have preparations in place to conduct testing: 

“In the event of an outbreak, a school may also be advised by their local health team or 

director of public health to undertake testing for staff and students of secondary age and 

above for a period of time”. 

Where guidance refers to the Local Health Protection Team, it is referring to the local 

UKHSA office and not to us, the Local Authority. 

The supply of testing kits in the event of an outbreak would be as part of an outbreak 

management plan or Outbreak Control Team led by either the Local Health Protection team 

(UK Health Security Agency - UKHSA) or on behalf of the Director of Public Health 

(Derbyshire County Council’s Health Protection team). 

Testing kits are not available from DCC for schools who have cases or outbreaks and staff 

and parents should acquire testing kits from the route outlined above. Both DCC Health 

Protection team and UKHSA are available to offer support to settings who have increased 

cases and wish to discuss specific concerns or implementation of measures. 
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1057106/220224_Schools_guidance.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests



