
Early Intervention for Schools 
can help you improve attainment 

by working with children and their 

families to overcome barriers to learning 

We all know it is difficult for children to learn, to engage with the school or to 
cope with transitions when they are upset or miserable about things that are 
going on in their lives. 

Action for Children has developed 
Early Intervention for schools, a 
service for children and young people 
who are suffering from emotional 
distress. 

for all ages – available in primary 
and secondary schools 

highly effective – the schools we 
have worked with have been 
delighted with what we have 
achieved with their children 

an early intervention service – 
we tackle problems before they 
become more serious 

Why work with us? 

As an experienced UK children’s charity, 
we understand there are many reasons 
why a child may be feeling unhappy or 
distressed. 

We help children to cope with difficult 
situations such as: 

parents in conflict or who are 
separating 

parents struggling with mental or 
physical ill health 

domestic abuse 

bullying or problems with friendship 
groups at school 

bereavement 

starting a new school or moving up 
to “big school” 
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A solution in 3 simple steps: 
 

You agree with the child and their family to make a 
referral (for older students you may refer without parental 
permission). 
 

We’ll arrange for a knowledgeable, skilled and sensitive 
worker to meet the child, usually at school* 
 

We’ll work directly with the child and their family to tackle 
concerns and improve their attendance, attainment and 
emotional wellbeing 

 

We’ll also work with you to develop longer term strategies for 
the child, as well as with parents and other agencies where 
appropriate.  
 

Every case is different 
 

Sometimes, there may be problems more serious than we’re 
able to help with, for example where we suspect safeguarding 
issues. In these situations, we’ll discuss the case with the head 
teacher or special educational needs coordinator at your 
school, and can help advise you on the best way forward. 
 

*During school holidays, it may be appropriate to use other venues such as a local 
children’s centre 

 
 

 
We can show that the Early Intervention Service is effective in 
raising self-esteem, untangling relationship difficulties, helping 
children to build confidence and resilience and supporting 
communication between parents and school.  
 

We already run this service in Derbyshire and Derby City, so we 
know it is: 
 

successful and achieves positive outcomes 

easy to set up and maintain  

popular among head teachers 

more efficient and effective than employing your own staff 
 

You can trust us to deliver 
 

How will you know you’re getting the service you need? 
In a partnership with us, you can expect: 
 

termly reports on outputs and outcomes 

a clear point of contact for referrals and questions 

Improving 
children’s wellbeing 
has a direct positive 
impact on 
attendance and 
achievement  
at school and can 
be really helpful 
with transitions 

Call: 01246 277422 for Derbyshire or 01332 370430 for Derby City 
Email: david.elliott@actionforchildren.org.uk 

Please contact us for more information about our 
Early Intervention for Schools Service. 
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“Since her sessions 
Alice is happier at 
school and making 
better progress 
academically as 
well as socially. 
Thank you.”  

Head Teacher 
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