
 

 

 

Early Years Newsletter Summer 2021 
The Education Improvement Service 

In this Issue: 

• Smile4Life- An overview of Derbyshire’s Supervised
Toothbrushing Programme

• Revised EYFS – A new focus on early language

• Funding Updates

Dear All, 

Here we are in June and fast approaching the end of the summer term. We hope you have all had 
an opportunity to enjoy the sunshine and engage in the Wildlife Trust 30 Days Wild Challenge. 
Have a look at our Twitter feed for some great ideas: #30dayswild 

It was good to see so many join our leaders and managers briefings in May, as we continued to 
explore key messages from the revised EYFS. In this edition we continue to look ahead to 
September and the statutory implementation of the revised EYFS. 

Parental engagement and transition continue to be key priorities across the sector. Following on 
from the successful delivery of the new ‘bite size’ training delivered in partnership with Alfreton 
Nursery School: we are delighted to offer “The Power of being Relationship Aware”, again this 
term. Details of how you can access are included in this edition. 

As always, we would like to take the opportunity to express our thanks for your continued 
dedication and creativity; putting children at the heart of your practice and COVID-19 recovery. 

Best wishes, the Early Years Team – 

Gayle Shiels – Senior Advisor for School Improvement (Early Years) 

Sarah Bryan – Early Years Quality Manager 

Amanda Gordon – Early Years Sufficiency Manager 
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Smile4Life 
An overview of Derbyshire’s Supervised Toothbrushing Programme 

Oral health plays an important part of a child’s overall health and wellbeing.  Whilst improvements have been made, 
there remain inequalities and oral health remains a significant public health concern. In 2014 Public Health England 
(PHE), who works to protect and improve the health of the nation, published documents reviewing the effectiveness 
of oral health improvement programmes. It recommended the commissioning of targeted supervised toothbrushing 
in early years settings. 

Early years providers have a responsibility to promote oral health in line with the EYFS 
Statutory Framework. Delivery of supervised toothbrushing programmes in group care and 
at childminder settings is a manageable way to embed oral health. 

In response to the evidence, Derbyshire’s Oral health Promotion Service launched its 
“Smile4Life” toothbrushing programme for age 2-4 years across Derbyshire. There are 
currently 30 settings taking part. 

The benefits: 
• Addressing a local need and an important aspect of children’s health and wellbeing

• The Covid19 pandemic has had a huge impact on routines, including toothbrushing. Supervised brushing
promotes self-care through toothbrushing as a routine.

• School readiness.
• Encourages children to develop health promoting behaviours and life skills.
• Materials provided to support tooth brushing in the setting, such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, stickers etc.
• Take home pack for children to support brushing at home.

To take part we need: 
• Willing staff in the setting to supervise the tooth brushing.
• Facilities for delivering tooth brushing, i.e. available sinks.
• Space for the hygienic storage of tooth brushing racks and brushing

equipment.
• Parental consent forms for participation in tooth brushing, and

questionnaires for parents.

If you are interested please contact the team DCHST.oralhealth-promotionteam@nhs.net 

mailto:DCHST.oralhealth-promotionteam@nhs.net
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Health - Medicines 
(Statutory framework for t he EYFS, pages 32-33, 3.4S-3.47) 
Additional support materials: J -~ T - Informat ion and reco rds; 

U • Information a bou t the child ; I/ - Info rmat ion fo r pa rents and ca re rs Yes 
Do you ensure you promote the good health, including ora l health, of ch ildren D 
attend ing the setting? 

D 
Do you ensure you have clear procedures, discussed with parents and/or carers, for 
responding to children who are ill or infect ious? 

D 
Do you ensure you take necessary steps taken to prevent the spread of infection, and 

take appropriate action if children are ill? 

Guidance on health protection in schools and other childcare facilities which sets out 
when and for how long children need to be excluded from settings, when 

D treatment/medication is required and where to get further advice can be found at 
Guidance on infection contrnl in schools and other childcare settings 

Safeguarding and welfare requirements audit 

No N/A Notes 
D D 3.45 
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Helping you to meet the 

Revised Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

Section 3: safeguarding and welfare requirements 

COMING SOON… updated, free to use 

EYFS statutory framework Audit & Support materials 

New input on GDPR, Data Protection and safe record keeping 

•  New format 
•  More links  
•  Refreshed A to Z supporting questions and advice 

Identify and address gaps in practice, improve or refresh your knowledge of the requirements of 
Audit and A - Z 

supporting documents available on Derbyshire SchoolsNet 
S ection 3 of the Statutory framework for the EYFS (2021) by accessing and using the 

Education Data Hub provide early years settings with a range of services 
relating to online safety, cyber security and data protection. Some of these 
services are grant funded and we ask you to complete our survey to help 
inform how funding is utilised and so that resources are effective. 

The first 20 settings to reply will receive a pack of materials for their setting, 
including camera privacy covers, multi-device connectors and a coded USB 
with support documentation. Click here for the link to the survey 

https://schoolsnet.derbyshire.gov.uk/teaching-learning-and-school-governance/early-years-quality-team/eyfs-statutory-framework.aspx
https://schoolsnet.derbyshire.gov.uk/teaching-learning-and-school-governance/early-years-quality-team/eyfs-statutory-framework.aspx
https://schoolsnet.derbyshire.gov.uk/teaching-learning-and-school-governance/early-years-quality-team/eyfs-statutory-framework.aspx
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=s46aQhAyGk6qomzN4N2rxf32HDnPZ6REs-5lLDvWTkxUQVJCRElBTEM2TFZTVlVCVk9ZSVhRNUhXRS4u


Revised EYFS 
A new focus on early language 

Introducing our new, free, staff development materials… 

Communication and language, good 
practice in the Early Years 

general strategies to use everyday 

A new set of training and development materials will soon be freely available 

•  Refresh your knowledge 
•  Useful for staff new to Early Years 
•  Ideas to support children at the ‘universal’ level 
•  Use independently or as a group 
•  Work at your own pace 
•  Videos, study notes, activities, quizzes 

There are five sections: 

Introduction, Listening and attention, Understanding, Talking, Social communication. 

**PREVIEW**    take a look at the video from the first section! 

VIDEO Communication and language, good practice in the Early Years - an introduction 

NB If, after implementing general strategies everyday, you are concerned about a child’s 
communication and language development please contact us for more information and bespoke 
training. E.g. how to use the Every Child a Talker Child Monitoring Tool to assess and support a 
child’s communication and language skills. 

Download Child Monitoring Tool documents from SchoolsNet 

Save the Date - July 13, 2021 
EYFS Leaders & Managers Briefing delivered via MS Teams 

These briefings are for all early years providers. We continue to share national and local updates 
including training and support available to Derbyshire EY Providers and schools. 

https://youtu.be/jCzBgZ5uHmo
https://schoolsnet.derbyshire.gov.uk/teaching-learning-and-school-governance/early-years-quality-team/training-and-consultancy.aspx
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Together@Home - readiness for transition 

In liaison with the Early Years Future Shape group, Derbyshire Portage Service would like to introduce the 
Together@Home project. This initiate has been developed in response to a survey of all providers asking 
for their priority anxieties during the Covid-19 pandemic and beyond.  Parental engagement in children’s 
play was highlighted as one of the top 3 concerns especially when considering school readiness and 
transition to reception. 

Why take part in Together@Home? 

Parental engagement in children’s leaning through play-based activities is the foundation of all future 
learning and development. 

Parental engagement with settings and schools is key to improving outcomes for children. 

Transition during Covid-19 has been difficult due to social distancing restrictions and many children have 
experienced reduced or no access to settings. 

What is Together@Home? 

The Together@Home program consists of 4 parent workshop PowerPoints: 

• Introduction to Together@Home 
• Importance of play 
• Communication 
• Social interaction 

These can be delivered remotely or face to face with group sizes to fit demand, space and capacity. Each 
workshop would last around 30 minutes to include delivery of presentation and discussion around home 
activities provided. 

Settings/schools would be free to deliver presentations as are or adapt to meet their individual needs. 

The materials are not only relevant for the current COVID -19 period transitions for future transitions 
beyond that for years to come. 

Who can use Together@Home? 

Settings/schools who would like to further develop parental engagement with children’s learning and the 
transition process. 

Feeder settings and receiver schools could work together to deliver a cohesive package that facilitates a 
successful transition into Reception that values the part all parties including parents play in this process. 

Settings could use the program to facilitate transition from home into setting or across key transitions within 
the setting. 

How do you access Together@Home? 

The Together@Home materials are available at a cost of £80 for the 4 workshops, activity sheets and 
resources. 

If you would like to purchase the Together@Home program materials, please contact Kelly Thornton on the 
following address and place your order. kelly.thornton@derbyshire.gov.uk 
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The Power of being Relationship Aware 
Following on from the successful Teddy Bear Project, this new Program uses ‘Transitional 
Objects’ to support you to become ‘Relationship Aware’. The aims of this training are to: 

• Support the emotional well-being of children and families. 

• Improve all transitions and build effective relationships between 
home, school and settings. 

• Enable children to be ready to learn, leading to improved 
outcomes for children. 

This training is easy to access in bite size modules each module contains: 

• specific theory and pedagogy 

• case studies from a range of educational settings 

• evidence of clearly defined impact 

• wider reading materials and resources 

Bite Size Live Sessions will be held weekly starting June 21st, 2021 through till Thursday 22nd 

July 2021. Click here to find out more. 

This training has been developed in partnership with Derbyshire Early 
Years Practitioners and Alfreton Nursery School 

SAVE THE DATE 
EYFS Networking Opportunities 

Collaboration and partnership working across Derbyshire early 
years providers and schools. 

Commencing week beginning June 28, 2021. 

Come and join us to discuss the EYFS reforms in preparation for September 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/156098493797


Funding Updates 

STAGGERED INTAKE FOR SEPTEMBER 2021 
Please remember: 

Once a reception place has been accepted for the autumn term, children are no longer eligible for 
the early years entitlement funding.  Therefore, if a parent requests their child to attend nursery at 
the beginning of the autumn term due to a staggered reception start, parents would be required to 
pay for this period. 

PROVIDER PORTAL FUNDING SUBMISSIONS: 
Adjustments for April / May 2021: 

The Portal will be open for Adjustments from 22 May – 1 July for those children who increased / 
decreased their hours, started / left the provision following the closure of April / May Actuals. 

Missed Portal Submissions: 

Can we please remind providers of the importance of submitting your data accurately and within 
the timeframes outlined on your funding calendar in order for Financial Services to process and 
release payments on time in readiness for your payroll. 

Although the team send monthly Portal opening reminders via e-mail, tweets and texts, Financial 
Services have informed us that some providers continue to miss submitting their data. If the 
information submitted is incorrect or children are missed from the return, it may be that the local 
authority is unable to approve retrospective claims as there is no funding to meet this. 

Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP): 

Don’t miss out on extra payments - please remember when submitting data on the Portal to 
complete all the information accurately on the parent / carer tab and tick the EYPP consent 
box. This gives the local authority permission to run an eligibility check on the family to see 
whether they qualify for EYPP.  If eligible, this means an extra £1.84 per hour to support children 
achieve their early years outcomes. 

2021 – 2022 FUNDING CALENDAR: 
You should now have received your revised Funding Calendar.  If this is not the case, please e-
mail the relevant in-box and an Officer will forward this on to you: 

Schools: cs.enquiries.schools@derbyshire.gov.uk; 

Groupcare providers: cs.enquiries.groupcare@derbyshire.gov.uk 

Childminders: cs.enquiries.childminders@derbyshire.gov.uk 

mailto:cs.enquiries.schools@derbyshire.gov.uk
mailto:cs.enquiries.groupcare@derbyshire.gov.uk
mailto:cs.enquiries.childminders@derbyshire.gov.uk


PROVIDER AGREEMENT FOR THE DELIVERY OF EARLY YEARS 
ENTITLEMENT FUNDING: 

The local authority continues to receive queries from parents seeking clarification on what their 
entitlement is when accessing the early years funding. 

Important: If you are a contracted provider, please ensure you continue to adhere to the signed 
local authority’s Provider Agreement for the delivery of early years entitlements for two, three and 
four year olds, which takes account of the requirements of the Statutory Guidance from the 
Department for Education (DfE). 

When considering fees, please be reminded that providers: 

•  Cannot charge parents “top-up” fees (the difference between a provider’s normal charge to 
parents and the funding they receive from the local authority to deliver funded places) or 
require parents to pay a registration fee as a condition of taking up their child’s funded 
place. (13.8) 

•  Must not charge parents an additional amount for items that are required to deliver the 
Early Years Foundation Stage such as craft materials, toys, books, equipment etc. and for  
business costs such as hygiene resources, on-line registers, accommodation, staff, staff 
training and online tools such as family, etc. (13.9&13.10) 

•  Must not charge parents of funded children higher rates for additional hours or meals that 
result in them paying more than the settings published hourly/sessional/daily charges. 
(13.11) 

•  Must ensure their invoices and receipts are clear, transparent and itemised, allowing 
parents to see they have received their early years entitlement completely free of charge 
and understand fees paid for additional hours or services. Providers must ensure that 
receipts contain their full details so they can be identified as being issued by a specific 
provider.” (13.12) 

Although the early entitlement hours are generally described as free, the government is clear that 
providers can charge for meals, consumables, additional hours or additional services. 

Therefore, a provider can charge for meals and snacks as part of an early years entitlement place 
and can also charge for consumables (such as nappies, sun cream, trips etc.). These charges must 
be voluntary for parents and cannot be a condition of accessing a funded place. Providers must 
ensure parents are fully informed of the cost for any additional meals, consumables and hours they 
choose to take prior to commencing their funded place. (13.2) 

Providers are able to determine how they offer the early years entitlement including the patterns of 
delivery. Please ensure policies/information are clear and transparent to the parent around the 
hours to be claimed, the pattern of delivery and any additional charges.  These should be 
discussed and agreed with parents before they sign a contract to take up a place. 

Providers are also required to include in their admissions policy/information how they offer funded 
hours, including the number of funded only places, if applicable. 
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FUNDING CHECKS: 
The local authority recognised the difficulties placed on providers during the Covid-19 pandemic 
and arranged for the funding audit checks to be put on hold. 

Plans are now in place to resume the audit checks.  These checks are a statutory requirement to 
ensure providers are adhering to information contained within the Department for Education (DfE) 
‘Early education and childcare statutory guidance for local authorities (June 2018)’ along with 
providers’ signed local authority 2019 – 2022 Provider Agreement (where applicable). The checks 
also assist providers to develop systems when delivering the early entitlement funding. 

Please see the links below to the DfE guidance documentation: 
DfE Early education and childcare-statutory guidance.pdf 
Early years entitlements-operational guidance.pdf 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/718179/Early_education_and_childcare-statutory_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/718181/Early_years_entitlements-operational_guidance.pdf
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FE1 FORMS: 

New applications: Please encourage parents who wish to take up a 30-hours funded place in the 
autumn term to apply before the 31 August 2021 deadline. As HMRC sometimes require 
additional information from parents to check whether they are eligible, parents need to allow 
sufficient time to receive their code. Please direct parents to the Childcare Choices website to 
apply for their code: www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/how-to-apply-for-30-hours-free-childcare/ 

Following the distribution of the revised FE1 form, can we please remind you that: 

•  It is essential that providers have a completed and signed FE1 form for every funded child 
as this is a contract between a provider and the parent for the delivery of the funded hours. 

•  It provides evidence that the parent gives consent for the provider and local authority to 
verify eligibility for funding checks to be undertaken e.g. 30 hours and EYPP. 

•  Children should attend for the funded hours agreed on the FE1 Form and providers should 
only claim for the hours agreed with parents on the FE1 form. 

•  Where children are accessing more than one provision, it is the providers responsibility to 
liaise with other providers listed on the FE1 form to verify how the funding is being claimed 
e.g. universal funding / extended funding / weekly funded hours. This is particularly 
important where children attend a cross-border provision and will help to eliminate any 
possible double funding issues and potential clawback of funding. 

•  FE1 forms are required as part of the funding audit check. 

EY FORMS: 
It has come to our attention that some providers may be still be using EY forms, please be 
informed that these are now obsolete and no longer required. 

30 HOURS EXTENDED ENTITLEMENT FUNDING: 

To take up a place in the 2021 autumn term, parents must have received a valid code and 
their child turn three by 31 August 2021 

Please note: It is imperative that providers check all codes are valid before offering a place to the 
child in order to avoid parents being issued with an unexpected invoice for childcare that the 
setting initially agreed would be funded. 

Reconfirmation of codes: As you will be aware, parents need to reconfirm their eligibility code 
approximately every 3 months. Although the onus is with parents to reconfirm by the end date of 
the code, it is in the provider’s interest to encourage parents to regularly check their gateway 
account to ensure they are aware of their reconfirmation deadlines. It is important parents DO 
NOT miss reconfirmation deadlines as they may lose their funding for the term. 

If a parent has questions about their application or difficulties with applying or reconfirming their 
code, they will need to contact the HMRC helpline on telephone: 0300 123 4097. 

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/how-to-apply-for-30-hours-free-childcare/
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Stay Informed 

Useful Contacts 
Contact the Early Years Quality Team 

Telephone - 01629 532 876 (Leave a message, asking to speak to the Duty Early 
Years Co-ordinator) or Email: CS.EYS@derbyshire.gov.uk 

For all finance, contracts  & compliance, 30hrs and 2yr funding queries please 
e-mail: 

School and nursery schools email: cs.enquiries.schools@derbyshire.gov.uk 

Pre-school, Day Nursery and Out of School club providers email: 
cs.enquiries.groupcare@derbyshire.gov.uk 

Childminders email: cs.enquiries.childminders@derbyshire.gov.uk 

Our twitter account provides the latest news and updates from the Derbyshire 
County Council Early Years Team - Follow us on Twitter @DerbyshireEYFS 

EYFS Reforms 
The new early years foundation stage (EYFS) framework was published on the 

31 March 2021 and should be used by all Ofsted registered early years providers 
in England from September 2021 

Click here to access copy 

Ofsted Update 
Keep up to date with Ofsted guidance and information relating to coronavirus (COVID-19) 

for schools and early years providers. 

Including the return to routine inspections. 

Ofsted: Coronavirus (COVID-19) rolling update 

See Derbyshire SchoolsNet for updates, guidance and information for Early Year’s Providers. 

The Early Years Quality Team Early Years COVID-19 Updates 

https://schoolsnet.derbyshire.gov.uk/teaching-learning-and-school-governance/early-years-quality-team/early-years-quality-team.aspx
https://schoolsnet.derbyshire.gov.uk/administration-services-and-support/coronavirus-information/early-years-covid-19-updates.aspx
mailto:CS.EYS@derbyshire.gov.uk
mailto:cs.enquiries.schools@derbyshire.gov.uk
mailto:cs.enquiries.groupcare@derbyshire.gov.uk
mailto:cs.enquiries.childminders@derbyshire.gov.uk
https://twitter.com/derbyshireeyfs?lang=en
https://twitter.com/derbyshireeyfs?lang=en
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofsted-coronavirus-covid-19-rolling-update



